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Introduction 

Contracts are, obviously, a fundamental part of any legal system and an essential tool for economic activity 
in general. Due to the nature of the Master’s in which the course is taught, the course covers several 
aspects of private and public law contracts, including several aspects of contract law which assume an 
international dimension (namely, the application of the Convention on International Sale of Goods – CISG) 
and European law. 

 

Goals 

The main objective of the course “Contracts” is to introduce core concepts and develop fundamental legal 
skills regarding the regime of contracts, mostly from and international and European perspective. 

 
The lessons will be lectured aiming to achieve in-depth treatment of cutting-edge issues in a pragmatic 
perspective, combining both “legal” and “economic” reasoning and stimulating research, analysis, critique, 
and argumentation capabilities, making the discipline suitable to a broad range of attendants, such as Law 
students, managers, economists, compliance officers, and anyone interested in the field. In the final part 
of the course, an advanced practical workshop on contracts will also take place. 

 

Methods 

Classes will be lectured aiming to achieve in-depth treatment of cutting-edge issues in a pragmatic 
perspective, combining both “legal” and “economic” reasoning and stimulating research, analysis, critique, 
and argumentation capabilities, making the discipline suitable to a broad range of attendants, such as Law 
students, managers, economists, compliance officers, and anyone interested in the field. In the final part 
of the course, an advanced practical workshop on contracts will also take place. 
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Course Contents 

PART I – INTRODUCTION: THE MANY FACES OF CONTRACTS 

 
1. Contract and the public-private law divide 
2. Contract and international trade law and contract and European Union law: first approach 

PART II – PRIVATE CONTRACTS 

1. The structure and general principles of the Law of Obligations and Contracts 
2. Formation of the contract. Unfair Contract Terms 
3. Consumer Protection Law 
4. Liability for breach of contract 
5. Change in circumstances, force majeure and other disruptions of contract 
6. The United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods of Vienna, 1980 (CISG) 

PART III – PUBLIC PROCUREMENT AND PUBLIC CONTRACTS 

SECTION A) PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 

 
1. The structure and general principles of European Law on Public Procurement and Public Contracts. 

Subjective and objective coverage of Public Procurement rules. Foreign investment regime and supra- 
national dispute resolution 

2. Public Procurement as a System: values, interests, models, principles, governance and control. 
Sustainability and public procurement; social and labour rules and public procurement. Integrity 
concerns and risks in public procurement. Conflicts of interest 

3. The economic agents who can participate in award procedures 
4. The award procedures 
5. Public-Private Partnerships and Concessions 

SECTION B) PUBLIC CONTRACTS 

5. Life of the contract (I): in general. Main concepts. Contract Management and Contract Performance. 
Special powers of public contracting authorities. Unlawfulness and its consequences 

6. Life of the contract (II): balance, dynamics and termination of the contract. Risk, unforeseen 
circumstances, force majeure and the balance of the contract. Fait du prince. The pandemic and the 
war: effects in public contracts. Modifications to existing contracts 

 

PART IV – ADVANCED PRACTICAL WORKSHOP ON CONTRACTS 
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Assessment 

Students will be evaluated based on: 

a) A written exam – 24 hours take-home exam (50%); 

b) Their participation in class and written assignments (50%); 
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